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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 


MELKSHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  this  report  of  the  work  of  your 
Health  Department  in  1965,  The  picture  it  presents  of  the  health  of 
the  town  is,  in  the  main,  satisfactory. 

The  main  highlight  of  our  work  during  the  year  was  the 
Old  Broughton  Road  clearance  area.  This  leaves,  from  our  point  of  view, 
only  the  rehousing  of  the  occupants  to  complete  an  important  Public  Health 
advance.  In  this  connection  I  would  particularly  like  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Council  to  my  comments  on  unfit  property  clearance  in 
my  section  on  housing  and  also  the  Health  Inspector’s  comments  in  his 
Housing  Act  section, 

Water  and  milk  supplies  gave  satisfactory  testing  results  and 
it  is  pleasant  to  note  that  all  the  town's  milk  supplies  are  now- 
pasteurised. 

Sanitation  in  the  town  is  satisfactory  and  foodstuffs  supplied 
in  the  town  produced  little  in  the  way  of  worries.  One  hopes  that  when 
staff  time  is  less  short  next  year  that  more  frequent  visits  to  food 
shops  and  catering  establishments  will  be  possible  as  it  is  only  by 
constant  vigilance  that  the  necessary  high  standards  in  these  establishments 
can  be  maintained. 

Infectious  disease,  in  general,  gave  us  little  worry  and  the 
outbreak  of  Infectious  Jaundice  was  not  as  widespread  as  it  might  have  been. 
This  is  especially  fortunate  because  Infectious  Jaundice  is  not  a 
"notifiable"  infectious  disease  and  our  legpl  powers  of  control  are, 
the  re  fore ,  non-e xis  t ant . 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  of  the  Council, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  all  the  Councillors,  and  also 
the  Council  Officers  and  especially  my  colleagues  in  the  Health  Department 
for  their  help  during  the  year. 


G.  WOLFEKDEN. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

G.  Wolfenden,  M.B.  ,  B.  Ch. ,  D.  P.  H. 

who  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  Bradford  and  Me  Iks  ham  Rural  District 
Council  and  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

W.  F.  Acres,  M.A.P.H.I.  ,  A.R.S.H. 

who  is  also  Housing  Maintenance  Officer  and 
Petroleum  Officer  for  Melksham  Urban  District  Council. 


OFFICE 


1,  King  Street,  Melksham. 
Telephone  Melksham  2307 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


These  are  compiled  from  figures  kindly  supplied  by  the 
Registrar  General. 

(a)  GENERAL  Area  of  the  district  1,042  acres. 

Estimated  population  mid  year  1965  9,080 

Estimated  population  mid  year  1964  8,970 

(b)  BIRTHS 


Live  Births 


Births 

1  Male 

Female  ' 

( 

Total 

> 

Legitimate 

96  j 

103  ! 

199  i 

Illegitimate 

6  i 

9  i 

15 

Total  live  births 

102 

1  1  1 

112 

214 

The  Birth  Rate,  based  on  the  above  figures  was  20.5  per  1000. 
When  the  birth  rate  is  corrected  for  comparability  it  becomes  19*86  per 
1000  and  can  then  be  directly  compared  with  the  figure  for  England  and 
Wales  of  18  per  1000  (estimated). 

The  actual  number  of  births  has  increased  by  28,  contrary  to  the 
general  tendency  in  England  and  7/ales  where  there  has  been  a  definite 
drop  in  births. 

Still  Births 


Births 

:  -  -   .... 

Male 

Female  .  Total 

Legitimate 

3  ; 

2  i  5 

Illegitimate 

|  -  | 

-  _  4  -  - - i 

Total  still  births 

3 

2  5 

Still  birth  rate  -  22.9  per  1000  still  and  live  births. 
Comparative  figure  for  England  and  Wales  1 5 • 7  (estimated). 

(c)  DEATHS 


Number  of  deaths  -  52  males,  33  females.  Total  85. 

Death  rate  9.4  per  1000.  Comparable  death  rate  11.5  per  1000. 
The  England  and  7/ales  figure  is  also  11.5. 

The  actual  number  of  deaths  decreased  by  5* 

59%  of  deaths  took  place  at  the  age  of  65  and  over  and  37%  were 
75  and  over. 


-  3  - 


. 

t  ■ 


' 

. 

. 

. 


. 


. 

. 


(d)  INFANT  MORTALITY 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year 


Births 

t 

Male 

• 

-  » 

Female 

Total 

\  .  i  ii 

;  Legitimate 

1  3  j 

2 

♦  -s 

Illegitimate 

1 _  - 

t  _  i 

— 

\ 

i 

1 

.  Total  Deaths 

| 

3 

2 

5 

Deaths  of  Infants 

under  1  week 

Births 

‘  Male 

Female 

Total 

1 

Legitimate 

;  2  ; 

2 

;  k  \ 

I  Illegitimate 

|  ~  j 

— 

; 

i 

1 

Total  Deaths 

2 

2 

4 

This  gives  the  following  rates. 

Infant  mortality  rate  -  2 3.4  per  1000  live  births  (under  1  year) 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  -  l8  per  1000  live  births  (under  1  month 
of  age) . 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  -  41  per  1000  live  and  still  births 
(under  1  v/eek  of  age  and  still  births). 

Due  to  the  small  numbers  involved,  comparison  with  previous  years 
and  with  the  England  and  Wales  rates  would  be  fallacious. 
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(e)  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Deaths  due  to  cancer  caused  J\9%  of  all  deaths,  a  similar  figure 
to  last  year.  Heart  and  arterial  disease  Twas  again  responsible  for 
90%>  of  deaths.  In  fact  the  general  pattern  of  mortality  is  much 
the  same  as  for  1 964* 


Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung  Bronchus 

Male 

4 

Female 

1 

Total 

5 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

5 

3 

8 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

2 

1 

3 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

7 

5 

12 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

12 

8 

20 

Other  Heart  Disease 

3 

5 

8 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

3 

1 

4 

Bronchitis 

2 

- 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

3 

- 

3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Defined  and  Ill -Defined  Diseases 

7 

5 

12 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

- 

1 

All  other  Accidents 

- 

1 

1 

Suicide 

2 

1 

3 

52 

33 

85 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Notifiable  Infectious  Disease 


The  only  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  in  1965  were  measles. 
We  had  184  cases  occurring  mainly  in  the  first  half  of  the  year  and 
reaching  its  peak  in  March.  This  epidemic  fitted  in  with  the  usual 
pattern  of  alternative  years  as  will  be  seen  in  the  table  below. 

Analysis  of  Infectious  Disease  by  Age  and  Sex 


Age  Groups 

Measles 

M  F 

Totals 

.  .  ..... 

Under  1  year 

4 

1 

5 

1  -  years 

55 

48 

103 

5  - 

kh- 

29 

73 

10  - 

1 

1 

2 

15  -  and  adults 

.  .  . 

_ 

1 

1 

Total 

104 

80 

184 

Comparison  with  Previous  Years 


Disease 

1959 

i960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

1 

2 

2 

Whooping  Cough 
Poliomyelitis  - 

19 

1 

10 

1 

— 

Paralytic 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Non-paralytic 

- 

— 

1 

- 

— 

“ 

— 

Measles 

287 

2 

231 

3 

127 

4 

184 

Pneumonia 

- 

— 

— 

1 

- 

— 

Dysentery 

3 

14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Salmonellosis 

- 

1 

— 

2 

- 

— 

Tuberculosis 

1 

3 

1 

* 

3 

1 

— 

Non-Notifiable  Infectious  Disease 

(a)  Infectious  Hepatitis 

A  small  outbreak  of  infectious  hepatitis  took  place  in  June  and  July 
with  approximately  25  cases  diagnosed  (based  on  School  notifications  and 
informal  notifications  by  local  medical  practitioners).  A  few  isolated 
cases  also  occurred  in  September  and  October.  It  would  appear  that  this 
hepatitis  spread  to  us  from  the  Devizes  area. 

( b)  Other  Diseases 

There  has  been  some  chickenpox  and  diarrhorea  and  vomiting  cases  among 
younger  school  children  scattered  throughout  the  year  and  a  few  isolated 
cases  of  mumps. 
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IMMUNISATION 


Immunisation  of  infants  and  young  children  is  carried  out  by 
general  practitioners  and  at  the  County  Health  Clinic  (-with  the  exception 
of  vaccination)  • 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  figures  below  (kindly  supplied  by  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health)  the  immunisation  state  of  Me Iks ham  is 
very  satisfactory.  Of  the  21 A  children  bom  in  1965  over  a  half  ( 1 3i ) 
had  been  immunised  by  triple  vaccine  (against  tetanus,  diphtheria  and 
whooping  cough).  As  the  earliest  age  this  immunisation  can  be  completed 
is  6  months  this  is  obviously  fairly  complete.  186  children  were  born 
in  1964  and  by  the  end  of  1965  1 83  had  been  immunised  (98 »!+%)• 

Poliomyelitis  immunisation  by  an  oral  vaccine  also  was  at  a 
satisfactory  level.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a  change  in  immunisation 
routine  wa s  introduced,  poliomyelitis  vaccine  being  given  at  the  same  time 
as  the  triple  injections  -  this  of  course  means  that  primary  immunisation 
can  be  completed  by  the  a^  of  6  months. 

Vaccination  against  smallpox,  ideally  carried  out  at  the  age  of 
approximately  1  years,  showed  some  improvement  on  the  previous  year,  but 
still  only  about  50%  of  infants  are  being  vaccinated. 

IMMUNISATION  AND  SMALLPOX  VACCINATION  STATISTICS  1965 


Year  of  Birth 

1965 

1964 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1956-60 

1 950-55 

uSJfer?6 

Primary  imms. 

Diph. 

131 

113 

10 

4 

2 

7 

- 

- 

completed 

Wh/c 

131 

112 

9 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

during  1965 

Tet. 

1 31 

113 

10 

4 

2 

20 

10 

1 

Reinf. injects. 

Diph. 

- 

34 

81 

12 

18 

1 31 

1 

- 

administered 

Wh/c 

24 

62 

9 

6 

13 

- 

— 

| during  1965 

Tet. 

34 

82 

12 

18 

165 

15 

1 

Months  Years 


Age  group 

— 

0-3 

3-6 

6-9 

9-12 

f 

1 

2-4 

5-15 

Vaccinations 

3 

2 

2 

3 

!  97 

i 

27 

6 

Re-vaccinations 

[ 

' 

_ 

! 

2 

4 
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POLIOMYELITIS  IMMUNISATION  STATISTICS  1965 


Year  of  Birth 


Booster  Dose 
Immunisation  - 


1965 

56 

— 

1962, 

187 

— 

1963 

28 

— 

1962 

21 

6 

1 96l 

11 

10 

1 956-60 

51 

151 

1 950-55 

2, 

12 

Adults  and 

Over  1 6 

17 

1 

Total 

375 

180 
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HOUSING 


The  peaceful  cohabitation  of  industry,  fanning  and  dwelling  houses 
has  at  times  been  disturbed  by  various  complaints,  all  fortunately 
informally  and  amicably  settled. 

The  island  of  old  houses  in  the  midst  of  our  industrial  area, 
namely  Old  and  New  Broughton  Roads  and  the  City  are  an  obvious  problem 
in  this  connection,  and  likely  to  become  increasingly  so.  Individual 
closing  orders  have  been  issued  in  this  area  in  the  past,  but  the  granting 
of  a  compulsory  purchase  order  for  a  large  proportion  of  the  Old  Broughton 
Road  is  a  useful  beginning  to  the  real  solution  of  this  problem.  But 
much  more  is  required  until  this  unhealthy  area  (from  a  housing  point  of 
view)  is  cleared. 

The  development  of  new  housing  on  the  periphery  of  the  town  is  a 
pleasure  to  see.  But,  unfortunately  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  these 
houses  have  discovered  that  the  '’pleasant”  farming  smells  of  a  week-end 
"run"  become  rather  a  nuisance  in  ones  own  house.  However,  there  is  the 
consolation  to  those  whose  olfactory  adjustment  is  poor  that  the  town  will 
creep  even  farther  into  the  countryside  in  future  and  move  the  sources  of 
these  smells  farther  away. 

During  the  year  I  have  been  investigating  all  applications  for 
Council  house  tenancies  who  have  possible  medical  reasons  for  priority 
consideration. 

I  have  investigated  24  such  cases.  Many  have  been  elderly 
persons  requiring  a  bungalow.  Even  though  the  Housing  Committee  has  been 
very  sympathetic  to  these  cases  it  ’would  appear  that  we  do  need  more  old 
people's  bungalow  accommodation. 

The  construction  of  these  bungalows  gives  double  satisfaction  - 
the  elderly  couples  who  get  the  bungalows  and  the  young  couples  who  get  the 
vacated  two-storey  houses. 

However,  I  feel  that  the  siting  of  future  bungalows  needs  special 
consideration  -  for  example  the  average  elderly  citizen  likes  to  be  near 
the  centre  of  things  and  not  at  the  edge  of  the  town. 
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HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manor  Hospital,  Bath,  carries  out 
all  our  bacteriological  and  pathological  examinations.  These  are,  of 
course,  mainly  examinations  of  food,  milk,  drinking  and  swimming  pool  water. 

Hospital  Facilities 

The  South  Western  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  responsible  for  the 
hospital  facilities  in  this  district. 

There  is  a  general  hospital  in  Melksham.  Maternity  cases 
undergoing  hospital  delivery  are  mainly  sent  to  either  Bradford-on-Avon 
Maternity  Hospital  or  the  Trowbridge  and  District  Hospital. 

County  Health  Facilities. 

The  following  health  services  operating  in  the  district  are 
provided  by  the  County  Health  Committee: - 

Care  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  young  children. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

Health  Visiting. 

Arrangements  for  vaccination  and  immunisation. 

Ambulances  and  Ambulance  cars. 

Domestic  Helps. 

Arrangements  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act 
for  the  prevention  of  illness;  care  and  after-care;  and 
health  education. 

Mental  Health  Service. 

Home  Nursing  and  Care  of  the  Elderly. 

The  County  Health  Clinic  in  Lowbourne  continues  to  be  well  used. 

The  Infant  Welfare  Clinic,  held  every  Thursday  afternoon  is  well  attended 
and  has  an  average  of  about  70  attendances  per  clinic.  These  are  mainly 

infants  but  quite  a  number  of  toddlers  are  checked  over.  The  latter  also 
appreciate  the  play  room  facilities.  Our  immunisation  sessions,  held 
on  the  first  Tuesday  afternoon  in  each  month,  are  also  well  attended. 

There  is  also  a  mother's  club  meeting  each  month  at  the  Clinic  providing 
a  pleasant  "get  to-gether"  for  mothers  attending  the  Infant  Clinic. 

Expectant  mothers  also  use  the  Clinic  for  ante-natal  clinics 
run  by  the  Bradford-on-Avon  Maternity  Hospital  and  also  for  the  newly  started 
weekly  relaxation  clinics  run  by  a  County  Council  Health  visitor  and 
midwife. 
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Other  activities  taking  place  in  the  Clinic  are  Remedial  and 
Orthopaedic  classes,  anti-smoking  clinic  and  distribution  of  medical  loan 
equipment. 


The  County  Dental  Clinic  in  the  building  continues  to  give  good 
service  to  school  children  and  expectant  mothers. 

It  will  be  seen  that  our  new  clinic  has  become  the  very  active 
centre  for  preventative  medicine  in  our  town. 

General  Practitioners 


There  are  tv/o  practises  in  the  town,  one  single  handed  and  the 
other  a  group  practise  of  five  doctors. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  I  have  had  the  greatest  possible 
co-operation  from  all  the  Doctors  in  the  town  in  all  matters  of  mutual 
interest. 


GENERAL 


Public  Conveniences 


During  the  year  I  raised  the  matter  of  the  very  low  standard  of 
our  two  Public  Conveniences  at  the  Avon  Bridge  and  in  the  Market  Place. 

The  placing  of  new  Public  Conveniences  at  our  larger  Car  Parks  was  agreed 
on  in  principle  by  the  Council  and  construction  of  a  new  Public  Convenience 
at  our  new  largp  Car  Park  in  Church  Street  was  authorized.  Such  toilet 
facilities  at  Car  Parks  would  not  only  be  a  great  advantage  to  the 
citizens  of  the  town,  but  also  would  make  a  real  contribution  to  the 
national  problem  of  toilet  facilities  for  road  travellers,  as  Melksham 
now  has  ample  central  (and  free)  parking  facilities.  The  provision  of 
this  facility  can,  of  course,  repay  itself  by  an  increased,  even  if 
seasonal,  use  of  our  improving  shopping  facilities. 

Nursery  Schools 

Melksham  is  now  fortunate  in  having  two  privately  run  nursery 
schools  or  "play  groups".  These  are  valuable,  not  only  to  improve  the 
social  development  of  our  pre-school  children  but  also  to  ease  the  strains 
on  their  mothers. 
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Report  of  the 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Langdon  and  Gentlemen, 

This  is  my  ninth  Annual  Report  for  this  area. 

The  most  significant  feature  of  the  year’s  work  was  the 
satisfactory  outcome  of  the  Local  Inquiry  on  the  Old  Broughton  Road 
Clearance  Area.  This  was  the  first  ever  such  major  public  health 
effort  by  this  Council,  and,  I  hope,  only  the  first. 

The  urgent  problem  of  adequate  staff  was  considered  and 
an  increased  establishment  was  agreed.  This  will  enable  me  to 
carry  out  work  which  so  far  has  had  to  be  rather  neglected.  In 
particular,  one  hopes  to  get  on  with  all  the  initial  inspections 
under  the  Offices,  Shops  &  Railway  Premises  Act,  and  to  catch  up 
on  other  duties. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Public  Health  Committee,  to 
Dr.  Wolfenden  especially,  and  to  all  colleagues  for  their  ready  help. 


W.  P.  ACRES. 


Public  Health  Inspector, 
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HOUSING-  ACTS  1957  ETC 


(i)  Action  during  the  year: 

Number  of  inspections  and  re-inspection . . . 85 

Number  of  Closing  Orders,  Section  17  (parts  of  houses)  1 

Number  of  Closing  Orders,  Section  17  (whole  house)  ....  3 

Number  of  houses  Demolished .  2 

Number  of  houses  involved  in  Clearance  Area 

(C.  P.  0.  confirmed)  .  13 

The  houses  comprising  the  Clearance  Area  mentioned  in  my  last 
year's  report,  together  with  other  adjacent  properties,  were  the  subject 
of  a  Public  Local  Inquiry  for  a  Compulsory  Purchase  Order.  The  Minister 
upheld  the  Council's  views  and  the  Order  was  confirmed  with  minor  amendments. 

Y/hilst  this  is  satisfactory  so  far,  it  has  to  be  remembered 
that  the  occupants  of  these  houses  are  living  in  very  sub-standard 
conditions  and  one  of  the  prime  considerations  of  the  action  taken  under 
the  Housing  Acts  is  to  have  the  tenants  properly  re-housed.  It  is  now 
2l>  years  since  the  original  inspections  were  made  and  the  tenants,  many  of 
them  elderly  persons,  are  still  living  there. 

(ii)  Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  such  houses  in  the  area. 

( iii)  Improvements  to  Older  Houses 

In  my  other  sphere  as  Housing  Maintenance  Officer,  the  work  of 
improving  pre-war  Council  Houses  to  a  modern  standard  has  continued.  In 
all,  36  houses  -were  thus  dealt  with  during  the  financial  year.  This  work 
was  carried  out  to  my  designs  by  the  direct  labour  staff  and  proper 
facilities  for  these  houses  has  a  definite  public  health  significance. 

I  should  also  mention  that  by  being  responsible  for  the  repair  and 
maintenance  of  1300  Council  Houses,  nearly  half  of  the  properties  in  the 
Urban  area  are  well  maintained  thereby  ensuring  statutory  standards  are 
achieved. 

(iv)  Problem  Families 


This  persistent  problem  is  a  difficult  one  to  deal  with,  and 
progress  not  easy  to  assess.  Certainly  the  solutions  are  very  long  term. 
Fortunately,  there  are  few  such  families,  and  also  of  those  few,  most 
live  in  Council  Houses.  This  makes  supervision  somewhat  easier,  and 
co-operation  with  other  services  involved  is  very  good. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  1936  AND  l96l 


(i)  Number  of  inspections  .  6l+ 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served . . . .  8 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served . ...»  1 

Notices  complied  with  (informal)  .  9 

(Statutory).. . . .  1 


Relatively  few  complaints  were  received,  and  as  can  be  seen,  no 
difficulties  arose  in  having  various  defects  rectified. 

( ii)  Verminous  Premises  and  Other  Infestations 

No  verminous  premises  were  reported  or  discovered  other  than 
one  very  serious  infestation  of  lice.  This  was  effectively  dealt  with 
using  proprietory  powder  and  spray. 

Advice  was  given  in  other  cases  of  infestations  -  earwigs, 
cluster  flies  etc. 

( iii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Very  few  houses  indeed  are  now  not  connected  to  the  public 
sewers  in  the  Urban  area,  probably  less  than  twenty. 

Complaints  of  blocked  drains  and  sewers  are  dealt  with 
expeditiously  by  the  Highways  Department. 

(iv)  Water  Supplies 

The  town  receives  its  supplies  mainly  from  the  West  Y/ilts  Water 
Board,  but  part  of  the  Northern  area  is  supplied  from  the  North  Wilts  Board. 
Quality  is  excellent  but  pressure  is  unsatisfactory  in  some  localities  on 
certain  days.  This  is  not  unduly  serious  and  steps  are  being  taken  to 
remedy  this  loss  of  pressure. 

The  waters  are  not  plumbo-solvent,  but  are  extremely  hard. 

Copies  of  frequent  sampling  reports  are  received  from  the  two  Boards,  and 
I  take  the  occasional  check  sample.  All  were  satisfactory. 

With  very  few  exceptions,  all  houses  in  the  area  have  piped 
water  supplies  indoors.  Some  of  the  few  existing  standpipes  are  being 
dealt  with  in  the  Clearance  Area  (see  above). 

At  the  factory  having  its  own  well  supply  for  domestic  use,  all 
samples  taken  proved  satisfactory. 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACT  1956 


The  occasional  complaint  of  smoke  nuisance  from  industrial 
chimneys  is  received,  hut  informal  action  is  usually  satisfactory. 

One  ’Prior  Approval*  under  Section  3  of  the  Act  as  issued  in 
respect  of  a  new  boiler  plant  and  chimney. 

A  persistent  nuisance  from  an  ’industrial  bonfire*  was  dealt 
with,  but  the  problem  has  re-occurred. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1  %-9 

The  part-time  operator  (shared  with  the  R. D.  C. )  continues  to 
give  excellent  service  in  dealing  with  rodent  control  work. 

During  the  year,  115  treatments  were  carried  out  involving  66 
domestic  premises,  27  business  premises,  12  Local  Authority  premises  ani 
10  'block  control'  treatments. 

The  work  is  free  for  domestic  premises,  but  a  small  charge  to 
cover  costs  is  made  otherwise. 

CARAVAN  SITES  &  CONTROL  OP  DEVELOPMENT  ACT  i960 


The  owner  of  the  one  residential  site  in  the  area  was  given 
permission  for  a  further  11  caravans  to  be  sited.  Agreement  with  the 
owner  on  the  new  arrangements  was  established  and  the  full  site  of  56 
caravans  is  excellently  run  and  equipped.  All  conditions  of  site  licence 
are  fully  complied  with. 

PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT  1928 

The  overall  situation  is  now  extremely  satisfactory.  At  the 
annual  renewal  of  licences  in  February,  only  six  premises  failed  to  have 
a  completely  clear  report.  Of  these,  five  premises  had  the  minor  defects 
remedied  before  the  licences  were  due  to  be  issued  on  April  1st. 

In  one  instance,  some  difficulty  is  being  experienced  in  dealing 
with  derelict  tanks.  Phi 1st  powers  under  Section  73  of  the  Public  Health 

Act  1961  are  adequate,  the  owner  of  the  garage  concerned  wishes  to 
redevelope  and  agreement  with  the  Planning  Authority  has  not  yet  been 
reached. 

The  efforts  of  the  Council's  Inspecting  Officers  -  the  Wiltshire 
County  Fire  Brigade  -  must  again  be  gratefully  noted. 
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RENT  ACT  1957 


No  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  applied  for,  and  again,  no 
enquiries  of  any  sort  were  received. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES 


Regular  sampling  of  all  milks  sold  or  produced  and  sold  in  the 
area  continued  under  delegated  powers  from  the  County  Council.  Results 
are  as  follows:  - 

Heated  Treated  Milks,  Total  Samples  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

26  25  1 

The  one  retailer  supplying  "Untreated"  milk  ceased  business  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  and  no  such  milk  is  now  being  retailed  in  the  area. 
All  milks  retailed  are  heat  treated. 

There  are  2  producer/retailer  licences  issued  by  the  County 
Council,  and  licences  issued  by  this  Council  are  as  follows: 


Dealer’s  (Untreated)  Licence . . .  1 

Dealer's  (Pre-packed)  Pasteurised  Licences . .  5 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (?'ASTE  FOODS)  ORDER  1 957 
Time  did  not  permit  any  action  in  this  connection. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT  i960 


Nuisances  reported  in  earlier  years  arising  from  chimes  of 
ice-cream  vendors  outside  the  permitted  hours  of  12  noon  to  7  p.  m.  did  not 
occur  at  all  this  year. 

However,  successful  action  was  taken  in  one  case  of  excessive 
noise  from  club  premises  in  the  late  hours,  and  one  complaint  of 
industrial  noise  was  thoroughly  investigated. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1 955 

(i)  There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  district. 

(ii)  No  systematic  routine  inspections  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations  i960  were  possible  with  the  staff  available,  but 
as  many  food  premises  as  possible  were  visited  and  the  general  standard 
was  found  to  be  good.  The  advent  of  new  modern  shopping  centres  has 
done  much  to  raise  the  overall  standard.  Detailed  statistics  as  required 
by  Circular  l/66  are  not  yet  available.  However,  one  could  state  in 
general  that  all  shops  have  the  facilities  required  by  Regulation  l6 
(washbasins)  and  19  (sinks  and  hot  water),  with  possibly  the  odd  exception. 
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(ill)  Details  of  complaints  dealt  with: 

(a)  Piece  of  wood  in  a  small  loaf  -  proseoution  under 
Section  2  was  successful  and  the  firm  fined  five  guineas. 

(b)  Piece  of  wire  in  a  biscuit  cake  -  traced  to  be  a  piece  of 
fancy  decoration  and  dealt  with  informally  by  the  Council  in 
whose  area  the  article  was  sold. 

(c)  Dirt  in  frozen  puff  pastry  -  taken  up  with  the  manufacturers 
concerned,  but  results  inconclusive. 

(d)  Bakery  trays  left  on  pavements  -  strong  warning  issued  to 
the  firm. 

(e)  Seventeen  Condemnation  Certificates  issued,  mainly  on  the 
request  of  traders  for  the  usual  variety  of  tinned  foods,  meat 
etc.  including  pasteurised  meat  products.  It  is  very  pleasing 
to  observe  that  with  goodwill  existing  and  co-operation  with 
traders,  all  suspect  items  are  immediately  reported  to  me. 

SWIMMING  POOLS 

(i)  Blue  Pool 

This  public  pool  was  conducted  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  Daily 
local  checks  of  free  chlorine  are  taken  and  I  inspect  the  records  from 
time  to  time.  Bacteriological  results  of  samples  taken  by  this  Department 
proved  satisfactory. 

Source  of  water  is  from  the  mains  and  constant  re-circulation  on 
a  6/8  hour  basis  is  maintained.  Treatment  consists  of  filtration  by 
twin  Diafilters,  followed  by  chlorination  and  then  aeration  over  a  cascade. 

(ii)  Paddling  Pool,  King  George^s  Field 

Hand  chlorination  of  this  shallow  pool  is  used  and  in  the  main  is 
satisfactory. 

(iii)  Shumhold  School 


It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  having  first  complained  in  1959  of 
the  absence  of  proper  chlorination  facilities  at  this  school  training  pool, 
adequate  plant  has  now  been  installed. 

(iv)  Lowbourne  School 


Again  a  small  training  pool  with  adequate  plant.  Samples  from 
both  these  pools  were  satisfactory. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 


Owing  to  shortage  of  staff,  no  inspections  under  the  Act  were 

possible. 

Registration  of  premises  was,  however,  achieved  and  details  are 
as  follows: 


Number  Registered  Employees 


Offices  19 
Retail  Shops  88 
Wholesale  Premises  2 
Catering  Establishments  4 


Totals  113 


21+2 
4  27 
29 
29 

727  (of  which  372  are  females). 


FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


Action  taken  during  the  year  is  shown  on  the  following  table 
drawn  up  in  accordance  with  Circular  1/ 66. 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1961 

Action  taken  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 
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